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and no searchers of any occupation were allowed to correct
or penalize defaults *.
The history of Norwich has a valuable parallel in that (ii.) AI
of Bristol. We find the same jealous scrutiny of gild ordin-
ances and the same determination that these ordinances
should not remain a dead letter. The aldermen of the
Weavers and other crafts were bidden to make search
throughout the mistery, and " if they shall find anything
contrary to the prescribed ordinances, so often as they shall
find it, they ought to show and faithfully present it to the
mayor " 2. This indicates that in Bristol, as in Norwich,
the rulers of the city denied the gild the right of coercive
jurisdiction over its members in matters of trade, and so
weakened its power of resistance to their regulations. How
complete was the control of the municipality over the gilds
may be seen from the significant words with which it
ratified the ordinances of the Fullers in 1406 : " Saving
always to the jurisdiction of us the mayor and council of
the town, that if there be any ordinance, point or new
addition touching the said craft which can be profitable as
well to the town as to the aforesaid craft, that then by the
advice of us and of the masters of the said craft they shall
be amended and firmly kept, these ordinances notwithstand-
ing " 3. As early as 1346 the by-laws of all the crafts
were submitted to the mayor and council, " and in some
respects amended by them" 4. The right of the town
authorities to control the gilds was laid down in express
terms in the ordinances of the Smiths (1404) : " Reserving
all time to the mayor of Bristol and to the council of the
town, power to correct, to punish, amerce and redress as
well the masters and all other powers of the four crafts,
each one after their deserving and trespassing as the case
asketh " 5. New ordinances were enrolled among the town
records, and the gilds appear to have sought municipal
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